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· This is a case of an 85-year-old female who was admitted due to dry, gangrenous left lower limb secondary to peripheral occlusive disease. The patient was noted to have impending sepsis based on symptomatology. The patient was in need of an emergency above the knee amputation. We immediately informed the patient’s relatives regarding the options and possible complications of the procedure.

· After further hydration, explanation to the relatives and securing consent, we managed to bring the patient to the operating room for the contemplated procedure with approval of the consultant. 

· Inside the operating room, the patient was initially stable but upon giving pre-medications, the patient’s ECG was noted to have ST elevation and irregularities of heartbeat. I was in the act of doing the initial incision when the senior anaesthesiologist called my attention and informed me that the patient might die on the table due to persistent cardiac problem. 

· I immediately informed my senior resident and we managed to update the relatives who were waiting outside the operating room. Together with the anaesthesiologist, we further explained the condition of the patient. We told them that in situation like this, it is not only the doctors who are involved in decision making but also the relatives and patient himself. The patient’s relatives appreciated our act. 
· We updated our service consultant and he suggested that the operation be cancelled temporarily and the patient be seen by the Internist with regards to cardiac problem. Together with the patient’s relatives, the decision was to cancel the operation. The patient was wheeled back to the ward alive.

· Insights 
· (Physical, Psychosocial, Ethical)
· ( Stimulus, Discovery, Reinforcement)
· A lot of times  surgeons are asked “what is the most difficult part of being a surgeon?”  You must have the knowledge and skills in operating and at the same time  be able to make the right decision as to when or when not to operate.

· In this particular situation, I was in the dilemma of whether to continue the operation or not. Strictly speaking, since the relatives already gave their consent for the operation whatever the consequence is, I was free to proceed. But my conscience says that they should be informed of the current situation. I know that every single day with their grandmother is very important to them. In that particular situation, I may have not totally healed or operated on their grandmother but at least I gave her and her relatives a few more precious moments together.

