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This is a case of a 35-year-old male who was previously diagnosed with hemangioblastoma  on the sub- occipital area. He is the husband of my first cousin. He had his previous operation in a private hospital last 2002. But the mass had recurred.

The patient has been suffering from severe headache, dizziness and disequilibrium. He sought consultation with his neurosurgeon and was advised to undergo an operation  that would cost P750,000.

My cousin approached me for a second opinion. Wanting advice on what to ask his attending neurosurgeon, I told him to ask for the success rate of the operation and the risks involved.  After two days, they came back informing me that the success rate of the contemplated procedure is high with minimal complication.

Upon learning that they have already given their consent for the surgery, I was apprehensive in offering them the services of our institution. Simply because I don’t want them to subconsciously blame me if in case the operation happens to turn out unsuccessful here.

Part of me is willing to help. Knowing very well that the cost would considerably be lower if the operation was done here, I was afraid to become embroiled of any possible complication.



The operation pushed through at a private hospital. Decisions were made by the patient with at least some knowledge regarding his illness coming from me.
 Insight 

(Physical, Psychosocial, Ethical)

(Discovery, Stimulus, Reinforcement)

We all face the same situation at some points in our lives as physicians. Some of us are yet to experience the same. My dilemma  as a surgeon is the facilities and instruments in our hospital, which may not be as technically advanced for special cases, that may somehow affect the management outcome of the procedure.

As the surgeon, I want the best for my patient. I want a fast recovery after operation without any complication.


As a relative, I want a lower cost of surgery without compromising the patient’s condition.

In this particular situation, what I did was to inform and educate my cousin and his wife, lay down the options in terms of advantages and disadvantages and let them decide.

I guess the main reason for them to pursue the operation at the private hospital is because of the trust developed by patient with his previous neurosurgeon who was successful in relieving the symptoms in the first operation.
