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MAR Title: When are we not going to give a medical certificate?
Date of Medical Observation: February 2009
Narration:
This is a case of a 25-year-old male who was brought in to the Surgery ER accompanied by her mother with a bandage on his forehead. The patient had a sutured laceration on his forehead secondary to mauling. Anti- tetanus and tetanus toxoid were already given to the patient. I then asked the mother why they came here in our hospital; they told me that they want to have a medical certificate for legal purposes. Upon further examination, the incident happened at a nearby city; he was brought to Ospital ng Mandaluyong and was treated there. However, the attending physician told them that since they are residents of Manila, they should get the medical certificate here.  

Upon hearing the statement, I was surprised and told them that the first attending physician who had the first initial contact is the ones who give the medical certificate. The mother of the patient was confused and told me to help them. They want to avoid being sent back and forth. I attempted to call the attending physician but was unable to reach her so I wrote a referral letter instead. The following day, I approached a medico legal officer if there is a guideline with our issuance of medical certificate. At present, there is no written guideline with issuance of our medical certificate. After a few days, the patient went back to me not for claiming a medical certificate but for removal of sutures. 

Insights
(Physical, Psychosocial, Ethical)

(Stimulus, Discovery, Reinforcement)
While having a conversation with a medico-legal officer, I came to verify some concepts that would allow us not to give a medical certificate for the patient.

For stable patients accompanied by a police officer outside Manila who came in for physical examination prior to detention and the incident happened outside Manila, we may not give a medical certificate.

If the patient is already seen and treated by another physician and does not need any additional medical attention, we may not give a medical certificate.
Other matters that were given emphasis:
1. For accused minor patients, we can issue a medical certificate to them provided the arresting police officer will sign, otherwise we may be charged with obstruction of justice
2. On attending a hearing within Metro Manila area, a physician who deliberately refuses to obey a subpoena without justifiable reason is guilty of indirect contempt. 





















