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This is a case of a 25- year-old drunken male patient who came in at the emergency room due to stab wound at the left infrascapular area. He was accompanied by his brother and a friend. Upon arrival, his blood pressure was 120/ 80 and with increased heart rate and respiratory rate. Further physical examination revealed crackles on right lung with palpable crepitus.  He was starting to have increased degree of difficulty of breathing and his BP dropped to 100/ 60. We opted to do emergency CTT. As we were preparing the patient for the procedure, one of our residents was  explaining the situation and the procedure to the relatives and patient. We were surprised by the reaction of the immediate relative that he refused the treatment for his brother and even convinced his brother not to undergo the procedure. At that moment, we also noticed that he had alcoholic breath. However, the other companion was not drunk. Further explanation prompted the patient and relative to proceed to the procedure. We asked the relative to sign the consent for documentation purposes.

The procedure of CTT went smoothly and the patient became comfortable with normal vital signs.

Insight: (Psychosocial, Ethical) 

We know that for emergency situations particularly life and death situations, we don’t need a consent for a procedure.  But there are cases wherein relatives intervene prompting us to delay the definitive treatment. In case we proceeded to the procedure without the consent and something wrong happened, the relatives might blame us and this is a possible medico- legal case. 

In this particular case, we resolve the situation by further explanation to the relatives and patient. 







